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In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims of the above-identified application so as to read as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A scanner relay apparatus for relaying communication between a 
scanner apparatus and a plurality of terminals, the scanner apparatus sending out operation 
identification information associated with each of predetermined plural sorts of operation 
inputs, reading image data from an original according to an image reading command received 
from outside in response to the operation identification information and sending out the 
image data, the scanner relay apparatus comprising: 

first association information storing means for storing first association information about 
association between the respective operation identification information and 
destination information of the respective terminals; 
operation identification information receiving means for receiving the operation 

identification information from the scanner apparatus; 
terminal selection means for selecting a destination terminal that is the terminal to be 
defined as a communication destination, on the basis of the operation 
identification information received from the scanner apparatus and the first 
association information stored in the first identification s toring means for storing 
first association information ; 
image reading command sending means for sending the image reading command to the 
scanner apparatus in response to reception of the operation identification 
information received from the scanner apparatus; and 
image data receiving and sending means for receiving the image data sent back from the 
scanner apparatus and sending the received image data to the destination 
terminal. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

second association information storing means for storing second association information 
about association between each of the operation identification information and 
predetermined terminal sending information sent to the terminal; 

terminal sending information selection sending means for selecting the terminal sending 
information sent to the destination terminal, on the basis of the operation 
identification information received from the scanner apparatus and the second 
association information stored in the s e cond association information storing 
means for storing second association information , and sending to the selected 
terminal sending information to the destination terminal; and 

image reading command receiving means for receiving the image reading command sent 
back from the destination terminal, 

wherein the image reading command received by the image reading commend receiving 
means is sent by the image reading command sending means. 

3. (Original) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 2, wherein the terminal sending information 
contains information about a condition of reading an original image on the scanner apparatus 
and/or a program for handling the image data on the terminal. 

4. (Currently Amended) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

third association information storing means for storing third association information 

about association between each of the operation identification information and 
information about the image reading command sent to the scanner apparatus: and 

image reading command determining means for determining the image reading command 
sent by the image reading command sending means, on the basis of the operation 
identification information received from the scanner apparatus and the third 
association information stored in the third association information storing means 
for storing third association information . 
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5. (Original) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 2, further comprising association information 
external setting means for receiving the first association information and the second 
association information from the terminal and setting. 

6. (Original) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 4, further comprising association information 
external setting means for receiving the first association information and the third association 
information from the terminal and setting. 

7. (Original) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 1, further comprising authentication means 
for receiving predetermined authentication information for each reception of the operation 
information from the scanner apparatus and authenticating on the basis of the authentication 
information, wherein the image data is sent by the image data receiving and sending means 
only when authentication by the authentication means is established. 

8. (Original) An image reading controlling method executed by the use of a scanner apparatus 
for sending out operation identification information corresponding to each of predetermined 
plural sorts of operation inputs, reading image data from an original in accordance with an 
image reading command received from outside in response to the operation identification 
information and sending out the image data, a plurality of terminals, and a scanner relay 
apparatus for relaying communication between the scanner apparatus and the terminals, the 
image reading controlling method comprising the steps of: 

on the scanner apparatus, sending the operation identification information to 
the scanner relay apparatus; 
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on the scanner relay apparatus, selecting a destination terminal that is the 
terminal defined as a communication destination on the basis of 
association information on association between the operation 
identification information received from the scanner apparatus and 
destination information of each of the terminals; 

on the scanner relay apparatus, sending the image reading command associated 
with the operation identification information received from the scanner 
apparatus to the scanner apparatus; 

on the scanner apparatus, reading image data from an original in accordance with 
the image reading command received from the scanner relay apparatus 
and sending the image data back to the scanner relay apparatus; 

on the scanner relay apparatus, receiving the image data sent back from the 

scanner apparatus and sending the image data to the destination terminal; 
and 

on the destination terminal, receiving the image data from the scanner relay 
apparatus. 

9. (Currently Amended) A scanner relay apparatus for relaying communication between a 
scanner apparatus and a plurality of terminals, the scanner apparatus sending out operation 
identification information associated with each of predetermined plural sorts of operation 
inputs, reading image data from an original according to an image reading command received 
from outside in response to the operation identification information and sending out the 
image data, the scanner relay apparatus comprising: 

first a s sociation information a_memory for storing first association information 
about an association between the respective operation identification 
information and destination information of the respective terminals; 
an_operation identification information receiver for receiving the operation 
identification information from the scanner apparatus; 
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aterminal selector for selecting a destination terminal that is the terminal 
to be defined as a communication destination, on the basis of the 
operation identification information received from the scanner apparatus 
and the first association information stored in the first association 
information memory for storing first association information ; 

anjmage reading command sender for sending the image reading command to 
the scanner apparatus in response to ajeception of the operation 
identification information received from the scanner apparatus; and 

anjmage data receiver/sender for receiving the image data sent back from the 

scanner apparatus and sending the received image data to the destination 
terminal. 



10. (Currently Amended) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 9, further comprising: 

s e cond association information al memory for storing second association 
information about association between the each of the operation 
identification information and predetermined terminal sending 
information sent to the terminal; 
ajerminal sending information selection sender for selecting the terminal 

sending information sent to the destination terminal, on the basis of 
operation identification information received from the scanner apparatus 
and the second association information stored in the s e cond association 
informatio n memory for storing second association information , and 
sending the selected terminal sending information to the destination 
terminal; and 

anjmage reading command receiver for receiving the image reading 
command sent back from the destination terminal, 

wherein the image reading command received by the image reading command 
receiver is sent by the image reading command sender. 
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1 1 . (Original) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 10, wherein the terminal sending information 
contains information about a condition of reading an original image on the scanner apparatus 
and/or a program for handling the image data on the terminal. 

12. (Currently Amended) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 9, further comprising: 

third association information a_memory for storing third association information 
about an association between each of the operation identification 
information and information about the image reading command sent to 
the scanner apparatus; and 

an image reading command determining portion for determining the image 

reading command sent by the image reading command sender, on the 
basis of the operation identification information received from the 
scanner apparatus and the third association information stored in the &ifd 
association informat ion memory for storing third association 
information . 

13. (Currently Amended) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 10, further comprisin g an 
association information external setting portion for receiving the first association information 
and the second association information from the terminal and setting. 

14. (Currently Amended) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 12, further comprising an 
association information external setting portion for receiving the first association information 
and the third association information from the terminal and setting. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The scanner relay apparatus of claim 9, further comprising an 
authentication portion for receiving predetermined authentication information for each 
reception of the operational identification information from the scanner apparatus and 
authenticating on the basis of the authenticating information, wherein the image data is sent 
by the image data receiver/sender only when authentication by the authentication portion is 
established. 



